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8 ea RIEcin; theſe are dayts whebcin 'Seribimu 14G 
& & {@ doctique poemata paſhm, 1 purpoſe 19 -m1RE? 
« 5 (> more Apologie for my under-taking in the fall 
NYE in; mnimeadver ſiens;,but knowing of none en her nr” 
or weaker ſetting towork for diſcevering ſachrocks bnthe Trea- | 
the ro whith they relate (as we conceive) might prove flumblins 
blocks to the weak ;, we conceived. vur duty was, it coming to the 
hands of many of thoſe, among whom at preſent, the Lord hath 
honoured us to labour in the Goſpel , to ſet a hand _ the mar- 
gin, for diſcovery of ſuch dangers , as either might affett thoſ,. 
that are not able to aifeern, or through manifold imployments 1 
have not fuch teifare to ponater + wherein our —_ is not ei. | 
they to (peak againſt the perſay of the Anthor , or exaſperate the | 
ſpirits of any of our contrary-minded Brethren ( ſome whereaf 
known to us, we-lovk upon as eminent Saints of the moſt High) 
but in modeity and ſobriety,: to contend for the faith once pi-. 
ven untothe Saints, 2d atFinver ſtation for the truth, with a 
heart willing to take with our guilt. , and lay our hand: upon our 


mouth when by the golden rule of the Santuary, wt are convin- ; 
cad 10 have gone ow. If thos findeft hereby avy ſpiritual ad-" 


vantage, he hath his reward, whois | 
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"SERMON, 

At firſt Preached by M* Salomon Saffery, 
Andaiter publiſhed in Print, Intituled, 

Partofts DISCO UR SE, tending only to invite thoſe 

' "that believein Cuxisr,to beconformable © | 

_ ro himby Baptiſte, 1 

But intending to diſwade from Infant- Baptiſme.- 

Text Maitan 43d.  _- -- 

' But thou haſt. not calledupen me, O Jacob, but thou haſt been 

weary of me, O Iſrael. = | 


"7 CNY 
-7 .. 2 Y 


SECT. b 


»*% % 
&s 


% 
K P 4 =. «X 
ww) 2} 
\,. » y RY 
» \ 
% 
8: "Y $f \ k "y 
% \ by 
SD SE EE & 
"% & < % c i CC 4 / 


0” CCI To 


— 
—_—_ +4 - 


4 "EL OE eos 4 > Err Enna <a 
. ing "—_ 
#.> . _ : b 


* Wi Ro IIS 


_ neſſe make us not miltake) may fitly be the ſhell-fiſh, which looks - 
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& (4) "Ph 0 , 1 
of GoJ,p.4.line 17.2ad p.5.linc 2. that which is intended,is, that þ | 
who neglects to be baptizzd , after he hath attained to pratick ho»; 
lineſſe,ad is become able to make confeſſion of his Faith by mouth 
is weary of God, and reſiſts him, though in Infaucie he hathibg 
formerly baptized,page 10.line 1. aad 16. It ſeems.to me a ſti 
way of bearing in Truths,to propoun 1 and inlarge a doCtrineinftud 
amoiguous terms,that a judicious and ſanifted hearer, not acquali® 
with the ſpeakers temper, cannot know his meaning, till near the Þ 
two part of the Diſcourſe and Arguments be ſpent, and then to clear | 
it; but by ſome fallirg exprefſions , from which it muſt be gathered 
by conſequence, a Logick which our Brethren of the Aothors judg- 
ment mnch ſhuane , though the antecedent -be exprefle Scripture, 
Whether js it for catching the more eafily the mindes of the imple, 
by making them firſt afraid of great hazard,by negleR of Baptiſmz, | 
and then to take it u>,though in a way comraty to their conſcience, -. 
chooſing rather to hazard upon this rock , than negleR the other, 
ſuſpe&ed to be a dutie, whole negle is attended with fo dreadfull 
conſeqnents? Oc is it by taking that for granted , which js in con- 
troverlie, to make hearers the more eaſily conteive it is no contro- 
verſie? Or is it to keep the mindes of hearers in the {ſmoother frame, 
that with patience they might hear unto the. cloſe 2- Oc the better. 
to ſhunne the dint of adverſe arguments? Wohatſvever it be, it looks 
not like the ſimplicity of Chriſt, 1.Cer. 2.4. Its embleme ( if weak- 


one way,and goes another. We remember this in the firſt place,for, 
that much hurt often redounds to the weak and unlearned, by fair 
appearances, when in the mean time there is an hook under the bait, . 
which hurts,if not tumely adverted. 


*<EVKDT: IT; 


A 5 for the ſecond, the proo.» 8s they ftand iv order to proving, 
'N arc of two ſorts : The firft are four Scriptures brought to 
prove that Baptiſme js not onely an Ordinance of God, but the firſt 
commanded to be obſerved by Believers, Math.28.v.19. John 4 2. * 
Heb.6.x.and 2. Atts 10.46,47,48. That it is an Ocdinance of God, - 
we judge out of all queſtion, as alſo, the firtt commanded to be ob-. 
ſerved 


ſery.'d by Believers , in ſo far as the Scriptures cited prove, to w:t, 
ſuch D iciples or Believers ( which by the Author,page 6.1ine 11. 
are granted tobe reciprocall ) as were never formerly viſible Diſ- 
eiples of the New Teſtsment,and in this eſtate baptized, we fay, vi- 
ſibl:,becauſe ſome may be viſible Diſciples, who atter appear not to 
have had recall union and communion with Chriſt: And we believe 
our diflenting Brethren , do not themſelvesrebaptize thoſe whom 
they have formerly baptized upon their appearing Diſciples,though 
they themſelves ſhould afterwards (God working effeually upon 
their hearts ) confefſe they were but hypoccites at firſt rec*iving of 
Baptiſme in their fellowſhip, and more to this purpoſe theſe Scri-- 
tures do not hold forth. Asalſo, while we grant it ehe firſt, we under- 
ſtand a fit adminiſtrator, clement,and other circumltances neceſſary 
concurring;or,in # word,after converſion, with the firſt convenien- 
cie:bur all this {peaksnothing to prove what is intended;as the main 
ſcope, that ſuch-as were ſoomtime formerly baptized ,ſhould be re« 
baptized, when they become actuall Believers,if chey were not fo at 
firſt, | 
The Proofs, as the words of the doQtrine import, are brought 
to clear, that he wha negle&r Bapriſme,is weary of Gol ; With 
which truth (as the words import) we ſo fully cloſe, that if there 
were nothing more intended, we ſhould rejoyce to hear this, and 
every Ocdinance 'of Chrilt , powerfully prefſed upon the con- 
ſcience; onely whileas we ſpeak of negleR,'t would be underſtood 
as it imports,an aft of the minde contemning,and not « ſimple omiſ- 
ſion: For,the caſe may fall out, that ſome part of the Goſpel fall in 
the hands of an undeliever in India, which by the working of the 
Spiritymay become eff<tuall for his converfion, wherein there is no 
mention of B1ptiſme; or inention being made , he may not under-- 
ſtand what it means. Such an omitter is no more weary of God, 
then the Diſciples ſpoken of, ,A#s 19.1, 2. were, in not ſeeking for 
the Holy Ghoſt,as the Apoltle there ſpeaks, having never beard whe- 
ther there Were auvy Holy Ghoſt i or not: So,though it were a duty 
far Believers to be daptized when they become ſenſible of 'praQtick 
holinefſe,and able to confefſe with their meuth, and ſhould not have 
been adminiftrate to them ſooner; (which we dare nat yet believe) 
it-is not in them a wearinefle of God, till it be diſcovered tothem ro 
| A3 be 
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be their duty; but ſhould be in them ! of him to take it * 
up: being a ſin againQ conſcience, and whaz/#ever is not of faith, & 
fon, Rom. 14,23. | : bn 

And as for proving the conelufion intended, to wit, that not 

withſtanding perſons have been baptized in their Infancie ( fo wenn 
ſpeak becauſe we reckon it Baptiſme, though we conceive the Aur F 
 . thor wil ſay, Dipping of Infants in theName of the Father,Son,anlt” þþ 


Holy Ghott, is no Baptiſm at all) when they become avle cogiven 
confeſfion of their faith, and ſenſible of pratick-Helinefle, they are 
then to be baptized. None of the Seriptures citcd inthe 5. Page 
3 prove the point, not the firft, As 11, 17. compared with 10. 48, 
T 47, 48. For neither Cornelizs { though a devout man) nor any 
| of his houſe were ever formerly Diſciples of the New Teſtament, | 
and baptized. Neither the ſecond , Lake 7.30. Nor the third, # 
Math. 3, 7, $,9, 19. Becauſe both relate: to perſons: whichformer- | 
& ly were never baptized. Neither the univerſality of it, ſpoken of þ 
* In the 6. and 7. pages, which we grant in a larger fſenfe then our 
diſſenting Brethren will admit : to wit, to Infants of Believers in 
Church- Fellowſhip, who are viſible Diſciples, and Believers to 
Charities up-taking, thaugh not aRiog.their Faith more then their 
reaſon, and yet are reaſonable;creatures when they come from the 
womb. But it follows not fromiany thing there ſpoken, that either 
Children ſhould not be baptized , or are not Diſciples , or being - 
C | baptized, they ſhould again take- up that O::nance, when they 


become ſcnfible of Praftick Holinefſe, and ableto conteffe with | 
their mouth, Neither the Spirituality of.it- ( to keep the Authors '# 
own words ) except it be what is ſaid anent the Spiritoality of the - þ 
SubjeR; to wit, that confeſſion.of rhe month ireſlentiali ro: Bapriſms, 
and attnall Repentance, from dead Works, and bringing forth of 
Fi . fruit, wherein, his parpoſe is diſcovered, and if as well proven as | 
\ i aſferted, we ſhould. lay our-hands upon our mouths, and rake up: | 
i + hit Dedigance with the firſh conveniencie. But he mult give me: | 
leave to ſay in obriety a7d Truth, what Galen profanely faid of # 

wOruy Pen-man of ſacred Scripture, 4s!ta aſerit , [ed nihil. 
proaas. WH 3 iN e* LETS - 
- Theſtrength of all the Arguments inthat SeRtion, which reacts : 
of the Spirituality ofthe SubjeR, as they relate to proving'the in-: 

OY tended 


tended coneluſion foreſaid, may be reduced to this, whatſoever is 
neceſlarily required of Perſons ſaid to be baptized, jn the places 


| Cited, is neceffarily_ in like manner, to be required of all perſons 


who are to be baptized : But Confeſſion, acuall holinefſe, aQuall 
repentance, good fruits, &c- is required in all thoſe ; Therefore it 

isrequiced in a}l that gr: to be baptized. . Et 
Anſe 1 All the pieces cited, donot neceflarily prove the ſe-. 
cand Rropoſitiangss 7obn 4.2. B:cauſe ſome may be made, and are © 
Diſciples, who cannot actually believe and confeſle, As 15. 10, 
compared with #.and;52 ſhews Infants may ve Diſciples. Neither 
doth the other Text Heb, 6.1. brought+0 fortific, prave that nong 
can be Diſciples but ſuch. as-have aQualrepentance,&c. It will ap- 
ear to the meanclt impartial! Logician, to be a bad conſequence, 
ecauſe the foundation of Repentance from dead works, and of 
Faith towards God,are the firſt principles of theDoQrine of Chriſt: 
therefore there is nothing of them knowo,; till they turn in aRuall 
and elicite afts. Take the like for clearing in naturall things; 
Preſervation of natyrall being, is the firft principle whereinto.men 
naturally incline, and whereapon all other naturali ations follow: 
Thercfore,: there is nathing of it taught, before there be an aRtnall 
explicite knowledge, and a faculty to confelle wherein jt doth con- 
fi, or love to father and-mother naturall, is the firſt principle of the 
fifthComand, whereupon others asbranches follow;therefore while 
they axe children, they haveno love to them. We hope none 
will deny,but God is as free inthe School of Grace as Naturc. 
But eſpecially we anſwer anto the farlt Pcopofition, That none of 
the Texts cited prove whatſoever is'mentioned in them, is requi- 
red of all.co be baptized; And if the reaſons of our denyal clear thus, 
all the places cited are either inſtances, or Scriptures alleadged to 
ſpeak generally; And neither prove the point, not the firſt, becauſe 
the perſons ſpoken of 17ath. 3.8, &c. and Jobs 4.2. were all in 
the Authors judgement , perſons come to age, and rhe Eunuch, 
Ats 1.37. was without all controverſy of the ſame condition; 
and inſtances of all particulars by-gone,being able to afforde but 
z proportionall argument; for rhe time to come can prove anely 
concerning perſons of that ſame condition. It is as if we ſhould ar- 
gue thus, All mencome to age muſt give their promiſe to be nb. 
ull 


Fall to the Liberty of a City, before they can be adinittedFree- meni 
Therefore Children cannot be admitted Free-men. I believe ma 
ny of the Citizens of Londoy and Eainbargh would much mur-) 
mure,ifthe Pailiament ſhould tak+ ſuch Logick for demonſtrations} 
The ſtrength of the proof of the generall Scriptures, copſilts (i 
take up all together )in the aniyeriaiParticl-s in the 10. to theRo.g99 
If thou ſhalt confefe with thy month,v. 10. With the heart man'be.;Þ 
lieverb,v.11. Wheſorver believeth, Math. 10. 32. Whoſocver fuu® 
confeſſe,v.3 3. Whoſoever ſoall deny me, &c.(where by the way, We. 
cannot but admite, a man of ſuch Learning, and Piety,as the Author + 
is faid to be, ſhould make dewiall , and not confeſſing to be the (ame. 
thing,or equivalent,ſceing Pani, Atts23.6.though accuſed & before 
a judge, keeps up many particulars jn chriftianity,though for this, 
he was accufed in Chriitian Pcudence,mentioning but oneche hope, * 
and reſurreftion of the dead,common to him and the Pharifees, his- 
AdverſaFies, becauſe he found neither calling, nor the glory of God i 
at that time,did require a further publiſh;ing. We hope the Author, 
after ſecond thoughts, wil acknowledge, it is never lawfull to den 
Chrift ; but many times lawfull not co confeſle, le? caſting Hely 
things to dogs they turn again all torent us)Thethird univerſal par- 
ticle is, Heb.12.14.VVithout helines,no man,C&c. thelaft brought to 
clear the third,is, 7am. 2.17.Faith ifit have no works is dead alone, 
To which we anſwer ſhortly, All the paſlages alledged are nni- 
yerſall in regard of the Subje& they relate to: None of them are 
ſimple univerſal without reſtriftion. This ſhall appear to imparti- 
all viewes of all the particular Texts: The firit ,Rom.10. relatrs to 
thoſe to whom the word of Faith was preached, -and conſequently 
ſuch 8s were come to age, v-8. In the ſecond 2ath. 10. Chriſt is 
ſpeaking to gnarde his D ſciples, and ſuch as were aRuali Believers 
againſt f:ar, and had the faculty of confelling, and denying, and ſv ' 
perſons come to age. In the third, Heb. 12. the Apoſtle is ſpeak- 
10g to perſons that had need of Patience, Ch. 9. 36. and confirms- - 
tion, as is evident from the whole 11- Chapter, to which we ſhall 
adde, as not of little weight. It had been a very imprudent and difſ- 
couraging argument for ſo prudent aPen-manr,as the Author of that 


Epiſtle hel { by a great many ofthe Learned;to have beenPaxl con- 


ccaling h's name, for ſhunmng prejudice, b2cauſe a countrey=-man . 
x fo | 


(9) 


to have written unto them as a motive to make ſtraight ſteps for 
the;r feet, and go on in Holine fl:.Y Vithout hots neſſe no man ſhall ſee 
God.D-ſiring them to take it in this ſenſe,though fi.mtimes the chil» 
dren «f you HebreWs wer holy, and receivcd the Seal of the Coye- 
nant-Now if they 4:e before they rome to age,none of them ſhal ſee 
God: In the midſt of his many wiſe, and powerfull A-guments ta- 
kn from the weakneſle, and tranſfirorinefſe of the Leviticall Priet< 
hood, and the cowpleatneſfle, and perpetuitic of Chrifts. 
. The laſt, 7ames 2.17. ſpeaks to thoſe who were in hazard of be- 
ing partial in themſelves,and judges of evi] thoughts, v.4.and whoſe 
duty it was to give urito a brother, rae and deſiitute of daily food, 
thoſe things which are needfpll to the body. The Argument then 
ſtands thus, Cooteſſion and aQuuall holinefie, are neceſia:y to all per- 
ſons come to ageand in a f-culiy of confeiling before Baptiſme : 
therefore they are necetiary to all whoare to be baptized, which to 
ſuch as have ſaluted the rudiments of Sophiſtry, will appear a nons- 
concluding caption a ditto ſecundum quid, ad ditum ſfimpliciter.,To 
which a Philoſoph {pcakin, to anoth. r,would anſwer intwo words 
xeTe Ti gnd 443%, in ſome ſenſe they are all univerſall fimplygit will 
never be praven. AnJ if it be replyed,thongh the perſons to whom 
theſe places ſpeak immediatly,be perſons adult and cometo age, yet 
upon that occafion,gene1a'l-rules arc laid down. It is as eafily denyed 
as aflerted; fome thiogs1poken formerly, make it improbable, and 
{ome things to be ſpoken,will make it appear impoſſible. And that 
this 3s the Scrip-manner of ſpeaking,appears from Luke 9.5. hoſo- 
ever will not receive you, we Conceive the Author will pot deny, 
it is underftood but of ſuch,ns ro whom they offered themſclves.From 
Aathi1n.22.Te ſhall be hated of all menfor my ſake. We believe, 
the Author will not aver , that every individuall perſon did hate 
them, ſceing many had tender bowels of love to them ; but ef all 
ranks, ſuch as were godlefle and wicked, and to whom they became 
known. From Luks:14-26.1f any man come to.me,and bate not his 
father and mother, and wife and chilaren, he cannot be my diſciple, 
We hope,the A;thor will not teach , all who want thoſe relations, 
arc in an ivcapacity of becoming Chriſts Diſciples. That it 1s. ſpiri- 
ruall in its intent, waſhing away firs 10 a ſacramentell way; with all 
convenience to he put in execution, with the limitations aforeſaid, 
Js | Er B | vVe 


(to) © 
we grant; and ftadying brevitie , cone to ſpeak of ſome putt 
culars. | k 


7 He firſt particular which we conceive carryes along with it 
T le of ſtum>ting to the weak, is that in the Epiſtle vo thi © 
Reader, wherein it is called, Abloudy Preaching, to found all trath |: 
in the ears of thoſe who know not the God of truth, ( we paſſe the 
reproaching deſcription given to fuch Preachers , becauſe the 
grounds being everted , it will appear but a calumny ) if the Ay» þ 
thors meaning had b:en , that the preſſing the practice of duties of 
worſhip,acceptable onely from perſons-knowing God, upon perſons 
m 8 nacurall condition, had been unlawfull , and not a dealing in a. % 
Goſpel-Ocder, we could have ſubſcribed unto it; and we know no : 
Preachers that are worthy of ſuch a name , who uſe to preſſe duties © 
conſequentiall to R:generation,to be performed before it: O: if his þ 
meaning had bin, - that it is not the Goſpel-order , where | 
Pceachers preach to a multitude,all unbelievers to begin wich ſuper-' 
ſtructures, before they lay the foundation , and teacttthe principles | 
of Chriſt. ' 

Likeas we gran', Pceachers as faithfull workmen,that reeds rot 
be xſhaned, ſhould in all Chriftian pradence,ſhun ts found all truth. 
in the cars of all perſons, at ſome times, as the terribleneſſe of judg- 
ment and wrath, inthe ears of thoſe who are under the terrours of 
God,deeply wounded in conſcience already (whether knowing the | 
God of truth,or but preparing bythe ſpirit of bondage, as forerunner | 
ro the ſaving knowledge of him). except a greater neceſfitic require Þ 
it, ſhould not be.kept up. Or doubrfull diſputatiors, before weak and ® 
unconfirmed fouls, Rom.14.v.1. As alſo, that Preachers ſhould la-. K 
bour in their preffing of duties, or holding forth of comforts, ſo to | 
elcar their bounds,that no perfon,not knowing God, may have rea- | 
fon to think he hath done God good ſervice, when he hath but offe: | 
red the lame ſacrifice , nor conceive he may cat of the childrens | 
bread,ſo long as he continues a ſtranger. | 

But both the Authors words , and his praice clears, he under. 
ſtands it is a bloudy preaching to ſound all truths ſervingfor build ing | 
up perſons, knowing God in the.cares of perſons, in a naturall con» 


dition, , | 


+> wh web wal Ywatn folnm AY 6 A 2% 


wm © = 4 


> 
E—Y Ferry OPTI” WW * ww Fw 


tir «oY 
dition, or which is equivelent; to admit all þ 


erſons to be ſicareth 


of Truths Presched Intentionally, as their native end, to edifie 


perſons already regenerate. They are ſuch, we conceive, 


of whole ſametime-communion, now he is aſhamed: - And. 


from communion with whom, we. know at preſent he doth ab» 
ſtain, Weare confident, he had never ordinary Spirituall com- 
munion with any Preachers who would not in their declared pur- 
poſe, obſerve the limitations foreſaid, and failings through infir- 
mity are no ground for perſons tobe aſhamed ef communton one 
with another. | 

And becauſe the conſtant pradice of ſo many godly ſervants of 
Chrift by this, is ſo highly -reproached, jf it were not that Aſſer- 
tio nibil ponit in re, takipgin the reſtrictions forefaid, we ſhall 
oppoſe unto'it this contradiory concluſion: It is no bloudy preach» 
ing but a Preaching according to the minde of Chriſt, to ſound all 
Truths in the earcs of thoſe who know not the God of Truth, ad- 
mitting all perſons deſiring to hear, without diſturbance to the 
Preaching of the Goſpel. 

The firſt Argument for clearing this, ſhall be Gods leaving the 
whole Scriptures to be peruſed by every. man ( wherein all Truth 
# is contained(and Chrilts injoyning natural men to ſearch theScrip- 

| tures, Fehr 5.39. For knowing what ſort of perſons they were, 
let the preceeding verſes be conſtlted, and in particular, the 
37, and 38. where Chriſt teſtifies of them, they had neither ſeen 
' * the Fatbers ſhaps at any time, nor heard hi voice, they had not his 
Word abiding in them, neither believed they him whom rhe Father 
had ſent, Ititbelaid upon them to ſearch the Scriptures, and no 
limitation laid upon their inquiry ;- was it not as lawfnl for ſach 
as knew all the Scripture ( if any ſach there had been to explain 
all the Scriptures unto them? We hope none will aver, that 
Chriſt injoyns them to ſearch what they might not labour coknow. 
And if it ſhall be faid, Chriſt refers them to ſach places,as teſtifie 


of himſelf: We Anſwer, 1. The Law comprehending all Morall 


Duties , was publickly caught;, the Prophets did publiſh their 
Prophecies:to all ſorts of perſons; The Words of our Saviour have 
{ Doreſtrifion: Therefore there is no reaſon to make it narrower 
} . then the Author doth, "3s Though it were but onely'to ſuch 
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_ many places i-the Prophets and P{almes do ſpeak of Dunics tobe? 
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as teſtified vf Chriſt, how much might off-r it ſelf to their view] 
before they came to Paſlages teſtifying of him? «L»/. 3. How! 


performed to him? Which perſons not knowing God, are not able; 
to perform, '2n4 Comforts flow:ng out from him, waereof perſons 
not knowing GoJ, arc nut the Suvjet, and yet teltifying of him, | 
But we judge it nee-ilefle farther-to infit in this. We hope, the F 
Author will acknowledge, it is a Popiſh priaciple he owa-s, not. | 
toreſtrain the valgar people- Converted, or unconverted, to pcruſe | 
Scriptures in thzir native Language. Secondly, Chriſt hin-ſclf did F 
ſound Truths in the cares of ſuch as knew. not the God of Truth, K 
which could not be made uſe of, as to obedience, before Regene- | 
ration, ath, 19. trom the 17. to the 22. Aath. 23. Jeſus ſpake to: 
the multitude, and his Diſciples, of b#»:lity, reftifying of Oath s," © 
Judgement, Mercy and Faith, where ( we conceive ) faith 23.is. + 
not taken for ps IR: but for fidelity, and uprightnefle in © 
dealing. In the 6, of Lukes Goſpel from the 20. to the cloſe of þ 
the Chapter, our Saviour teaches ma:'y Duties, which could not: þ 
be performed, but by fuch as knew thc God of Truth, 'z#nd many 
comforts, which none other hid right to enjoy , and that it was in 
the preſence of many who knew not the God cf T-wh; Belide that. 
it.is aJJded jimmediatly after,it 15 laid in the 19.7 he Whole multitude: 
ſought td touch him, \nathe 20. immediatly thereafter, He lift up 
his eyes on bu diſciples, and ſaid, without mentioning'any chang? of 
place. The Woes denounced in the 24. -- 25. ſh:w there vere 
preſent perſons rich,full, and laughing, Y/o »»to you, (aith Chriit; 
that are rich, &c. With which, confider what he teach<th, Luke 
11. from the 38. 12, Chapter from the begianing to the 13. the & 
whole 16. Chapter, and the 18. from the beginning to the 35, 
Laitly, Pas! did reaſon vefore Felix, and Druſila.of rightcouf- 
neſſe, Te:pperance, and Judgement, eL#s 24. 25: and in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Cor. £-14+ 23, 24- He puts it beyond all controverſy; þ 
it was the cyſtome of the Church, to admit unbelievers to heart the 
members Prophecy, and that this was by P»l. himſelf approven. | 
We believe none will deny, who delight not in a ſpirit of contradi= 
Aion, but it may be asked what advantage can redound to ſuch as 
know not the God of Truth,by hearing iuch Traths:ſeing thethings' 
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that are of God are fool:ſhneſſe to che naturall man, 1 (+, 2. 14, 
eAnſ. We know No truth {erving for building up converted Chrilti- 
ans, but the Lord may mak? it mſtrumentall in Converting natures 
chilJren, wo is free in his Working, Jobn 3.8. As for example, in 
the hearing of a naturall man, the Duty of Prayer 1s opened up in 
its nature, txcellencie, way of P:rformance, and Frui:s, the Spirit 
work:ng on his foul, he is convinced of his comming ſh:rt of ſuch a 
way of performance, of his folly, in {lighting fo precious a Jewell, 
and the hazard he may run, if he continue in ſuch a courſe, where- 
upon hs ſpirit is ſet on e3ge; to ſearch after the way how he may (o 
performe it; as it may be advantagious unto him. The like may be 
ſaid of Prajſe, R ghtcouſnefle, P-ace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 
We believe, f the Author will asKk ail of his owa ſociety ( if there 
be as much of God among them as faid to be) and they begin to 
ſhew him how benehiciall the Lord hath been unto thcir ſoules, it 
ſhall be found, it was not aiwayes Preaching of principles was the 
firſt mean making them look in to th-ic own hearts,and we ſhall 
wiſh all perſons to tak« heed of limiting the holy Oae of Iſrael, 
whoſe fooliſhneſſe is w:{er then the wiſedom of men. It it be O0- 
jeted, Chriſt ſpaks unto the multitude in Parables, &c, Anj. Tt 
was 2 judiciall a& of Chriſts Prerogative Royall, which we a:< no 
more to imitate,then his ſending for the Aﬀes Coit to ride upon. If 
Pauls praiſe mentioned, 1Cor.3.1,2. be Ovjectel, it is aalwered 

in the limitations premitted. : 


SUBSECTION I. 


T He ſecond particular we ſhall ſhortly glance at, is; It ſeems an 


aim inthe diſcourſe, ro magaifie Baptiſme too much; though 
it be an Ordinance of Chriſt, a Precious Lovzatoken, and 2 Seal of 


the Lords Coverant,y-t external Ordinances may be tos much mag< 
nified, when too much is attribute to them, or they are too much 

heeded, with negle& of hs more precious inwari Work.as th:7ewe 
did the Tcmple, fer, 7 a The Ack, I Sam. 4. Zo N= w Moons,and ap- 


pointed Feaſts, //ai4h 1.14. Aid folemne falting, Iſaiah 5 8.3. And 
though we {hall nut lay it is the Authors purpoſe ſo to d'\ (we hope 


better things of him ( yet {everall paflages inthe Dilcourle ſeem-co 


carry. 


- eatry along hazard of ſtumbling to the yveak, in reference to thi 
and therefore vve ſhall deſire the peruſers to conſider, firſt, vybileazgy 
is calles the firſt O:dinance commanded to be obſerved by Believers: 
page 4+line 18-it 15 but the firlt incime vvith the limitations foreſyd? 
21:d not in dignity,becauſe vvithout it, ſalvation may be , and hath; 
| been,and vyithout ſome other, at no time eny have been ſaved. * 
Secondly, while-2s it is faid , He that negleQts it, is vveary of: 
' God, page 5. line 25.it is according to truth , but as it is former, 
ly explained. Thirdly , while-as It is (aid page 7. line 3, thoſg 
that draw near to God in 8 way of worſhip, are to have it 23 a pre» | 
paration thereto,contirmed by that Text,Heb.10.22. it holds not ate. Þ 
cording to truth exclufively; that 1s,that none unbaptized,may draw. 
nearto. God jo a way of worſhip, acceptable to him; It holds not | 
with the cules of good Logick: Let us draw near to God with a true: Þ 
heart,in full afſurance of faich, having our hearts ſprinkled from an; # 
evill conſcience, and-our bodies waſhed with pure water, Therefore, % 
all choſe that draw near to God, &c. muſt be waſhed with pure was: | 
ter. Wc hope the Authors owa expreſſions,page 4.lines10,11,and þ 
12. &c, wherein he grants the canverſion of ſome, may have been. 
ſome five or ten years, before taking up that Ordinance, in which: 
time there might have been many duties put in praRice,and ſume in- | 
Joy ment vvil evince : That thafe duties accompanied with ſome in- | 
Joyment, had among them a drawing nearto God in a way of wor- 
ſhip, acceptable to him without this preparation,being canfident he . 
will not aver, a converted Believer in the ſtate of grace, for ten. 
years , never drew near to God in « way of worſhip acceptable to | 
him : Though we acknowledge, contemners cannot have accefſe 
with boldneſſe unto the Throne ofgrace. 
Fourthly,in viewing the ſpirituality of it , though it be ſpiritual, - 
(as 41l Ordinanges of the New Teſtament ) and more ſpirituall then. 
Circymciſion,as ſcaling the rewiſſion of fins by rhe blaud of Chriſt, ' 
already come in the flelh,ang a more plentifull effaſien of the ſpirit, | 
for ſprinkling the conſcience from dead works; yet let it be remem- 
bred, Cycumcifign gn Ordinance adminiſtrate to Infantsunder the 
Law, did requirea ſpiritual ſubjeR, being adminiſtrateto none but © | 
the ſqed of Abrabam,and ſuch as were Proſelites of the Covenant;it* - 
had a ſpiriruall intent, ſignifying the uncleannefle which mea bring - 
unto _ 
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(15) 
anto the world with them, and the removall thereof by Chrift, che 
Seed of the Womay, ſealing the Covenant betwixt God, and Abra- 
ham und his ſeed,calling to minde the fulftiling their part of the Co- © 
yenant all their life-time , importing their profeſſion of faith, and 
ayowed intereſt inthe ILeſtah to come,diſtinguiſhing them as x di- 
vine badge from the uncircumciſed Gentiles , aliens from the com- 
mon-Wealth of 1[racl,and the moft eminent in holineſſe, even Chriſt 
efus himſelf was circumcited: And it was accompanied with ſpiri- 
cull fruits ,as all divine ordmances,xccompanied with (pecial grace. 
Dexs + natura nihil faciunt fraftra. As for the Adminiſtrator, we 
conceive,the Author makes him of teo large extent,an4 defire to ſee 
proof in the next turn , that it is lavvyfall for every ſpiritually gifted 
man,able to edifie the Church,to baptize. And yvhereas it is ſaid,jit 
vvaſhes avvay (invve ſhall detire it niay be remembred,it is ttue but 
ina figurative and facramentall ſenſe: And properly neither Bap- 
tiſme,nor any other Ordinance,hith ſo high a vertue, neither vvlll 
the diſtin&tion of mediatly and immediatly (erve the bulineſle,vvhe- 
ther mediatly or immediatly making it properly a vvaſh:r avvay of 
fin, a juſtificr or remover of guilt,it derogates much from the.merits 
of the immaculate Lamb, by vyhoſe ſtripes Saints are healed, the 
blood of Chriſt may be not the immediate means of briogiog a ſin- 
ner on his way in coming to lay hold _ him ; but Preaching, . 
Prayer,or Baptiſme may have their influence herein, but the blood 
of Jeſus Chrift,or his obedience, fignified io this ſynecdochicall ex- 
preſſion, is the onely immeliate cauſe in its order of waſhing from 
fin; take.it in a[ſimilitude thus ; One coll ia the Winter feaſon, 
ſtandstrembling without doors, not knowing of houſe or fire; and 
to him comes another, knowing of a warm houſc, well furoiſht with 
fire, having a commiſſion from the Maſter of the houſe, and in his 
Maſters name invites him to come in and warm himſelf 3 whereup- 
{ onheapproaching, iatreats the Multer of the houſe to ſuffer him to 
enter in; anJ1 it betng grznted, he comes to the fire , ani findes the 
refreſhment of warmneſſ<: The ſervants declaration an1 invitation, 
his belief and ſupplication, were cauſes in their ord:r of his in-com=- 
ing; but only the fire, with its heating faculty, was the immediate - 
cauſe of his warmneſſe. We ſhould be glad to k10w (20t being able 
ta reach it at preſent) how Baptiſme can waſh away fin more then - 


by : 
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by ſignification ENT RSA juſtification conſiſts 3» ini 
viaxo,and is not capable of wor: and :cfſe ; and it is neceſlarily y 
quired in the Authors judgme: t,that al: 5e actually converted {+ 
lcaſt to charities judgement) before Baptiſme,which without 
controverſie, is al way*s accomparited with waſhing from fin. 7 
SUBSECT. II. = | \ 
He third particular we take notice of,is a twofold Aﬀertion, Pp 
TJ 10eline I, and 16. that confeſſion with the month,zs eſſentially 
ſaluation,and without prattich boline(/ e,o man ſhall ſee God,Tt were 
no great matter to prove, confelfion of the mouth not to be etientiall 
to lalvation, eith.r to children, or perſons having a faculty ro con- 
* Feſſe , if we ſhould ſcan the words according to the accepta:ion off 
Philoſophers, fiom whom they had their firſt riſe; as alſo to prove, 
that holines which we maintain is inIrfants,is praftick, as praRtick$ 
havits arcoppoſed to contemplative;for grace is evera pratick habit; 
but as we {aid at firſt, not deſiring to conteſt about words, & conceiv-if 
ing it clear the Authors meaning is in the one,that without confeſfi» 
on of the mouth,ſalvation copgert be attained ; and 1n the other, with- 
out holineſle,excrcfing or goIng aRually abont duties, no man ſhall 
ſce God; to which purpole that Text of the Apoſtle James 2. 17.i8Þ 
cited. We ſhall ſhortly out of the many ftrong arguments of many 
learned men writing to this purpoſe, propound to the Authors view; 
but t wo at preſent,to which if we ſhall find ſatisfaQion,in the next 
turn,we ſhall be a degree nearer conviction, then at preſent we are; 
The firft ſtands thus; Thoſe of whom the Kingdom of God is with- 
out confe ffion and practick holineſſe, may ſee God,and attain ſalva+ 
tion, without confeſfion with the mowmth, and praRick holineſſe; but 
of little children , who neither can contefſe with the mouth , nor 
have praRick holinefle in the Authors ſenſe, the Kingdom of God 
is:* Therefore without confeſſion with the mouth, or praQtick holi- 
nefle,ſome may attain ſalvation,and ſee God. We believe none will 
deny the connexion of the firſt part of the Argument. The ſecond 
Propoſition is in ath.19.at the 14. of [uch is the Kingdom of hea-' 
ven; Luke 18.at the 16.9f {ach 1s the kingdom of God. We know by! 
ſome it will be anſwered,Little children is-taken figuratively: : tot 
which we ſay for reply , Let all ſober and impartiall ſpirits bull 
confider.firſt,how the Diſciples knew them to be of fuch a framezofl 
ſpirit,to wit,thar they were little children in humility, fſerngGod on-?% 
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(17) | | 
ly is ſearcher of the hearts. 21y, knowing, why did they rebuke them 
which brought them upon this accompt ? Were they men of ſuch & 
profanetemper,that theycould endure none of humble {pirjts to come 
to Chriſt ? 31y,or if there were nothing to be ſeen in them, but whar 
was ordinarily ſeen in others; why 01d they not alwel rebuke the great 
multitudes which followed him,and were healed of him,and thePha- 
rilees which came unto him,tempting him, ſar.19.2.and 9. and the 
Ruler who asked him,whar he ſhould do to inherite eternall life? Luke 
14-18. Fourthly,what weight,and what to purpoſe in anſwer to the 
Diſciples,lavouring to keep them back, hath it otherwiſe, whileChriſt 
ſaith, Suffer themgof ſuch # the kingdom of heaven? Taſtly,we ſhall de- 
fire the Author to remember his own words,p.11.1.19,20,21,&Ccclt is 
very improbable,that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould put in one myſtical thing 
among ſo many others that are literall, which is never found to be his 
courſe,exceptwhen he tels us ſo;for he delights not in our ſtumblings; 
and it wil yet sppear more then improdable,conſidering it is exprefled 
by two Evangelilts in the ſame way,& the expreiſion which by Luke 
is uſed Ceron,is properly trarflated [»fants;to which may be adacd the 
expreſſion of their being brought, compared with the multitudes ſaid 
to folow him, and the Phariſees came unto him, theſe being expreſli- 
ons,ſiznifying their ovvn aft, and the other the act of others, as in 
other places, perſons ſick and ynable to come themlelves}, are ſaid to 


The ſecond argument is this, Thoſe vyvho ſomtime received Circum- 
cifion,the ſeal of the Covenent of grace made vvith Abraham and his 
ſeed, and never Jolt that vvhich by it vvas ſignified, may ſee God,and 
attain ſalvation:but ſome not avle to confeſs,nor having praftick holi- 
nes ſomtime received, &c.vvho lived in the days of the Nevv Teit.((o 
yve conceive the Author underſtands,& therefore deſire not to extend 
it beyond his meaning)and never lolt yyhat by it vvas ſignified,there- 
fore ſome vyho confels not vvith their mouth, and have not pretick 
holineſs, may attain ſalyation. Forthe firſt Propoſition,we hope none 
vvil deny buc it vvas the ſeal of the Covenant of grace, or that ſuch as 
received it,and never loſt yyhat vvas (igaified by it, &c.may ſee God, 
except they vvill ſay, God gave ſuch a ſeal to ſeal nothing, and as a hd 
mock to eAbrahams (eed,vvhich vve ſhould look upon as blaſphemy, M 
though reſcrving to the Lord his ovvn latitude in his ſecret ating, 
as ſeems good in his eys,vvho is debter to no no man. The 2.Pcopohit, 

vve prove thus: All the Infants of Believers in Chrilt,vxho believed at 

: C the 


is) 4 
thi hearing his Word vrhen he gh upon earth ; and all thoſe vvho# 
vvere the Iofants of ſuch Believers us believed ſuddenly after Chriſts? 
Aſcenſion, (vrhereof there were not a few, Afts 2.41.) vvhich vvere: 
eizht dayes old before Chriſts death and reſurrection , r2ceived Cir! 
cumciſion, the ſeal of the Coyenant of grace,and never loſt vvhat vva; 
ſignified by it,remiſ$ion of ſins,and ſaving grace; therefore, ſome not 
having praRick holineſſe,or able to confeſſe vvith their mouths, ſom 
time had the ſeal, and neverloſt yyhat by it vyas ſignified, 

That the children of ſuch Believers, as laid hold upon Chiiſt ſud. 
denly aftet his Aſcenſion nato glory,vvere circumciſed;yve hope none 
vvill deny, the'Ceremoniall Lavy not being before Chriſts death abo- | 
liſhed, fo far as that it vvas indifferent to pra@ize 1t,or not praftize it; 8 
Chriſt himſelf being circumciſed, and keeping the Paſſcover 1mmedi« 
atly before his ſuffering, Math.26.19,and 20.40d if it be ſaid,they loſt 
vyhat by it vvas [ignified, We ask, for vvhat ? Not for any thing they 
had done themſclves,for the children had neither'done good nor evil; 
neither for any thing their parents had done,for they believed,and be- 
- came Diſciples of the NeyyTeſtament. Without cont:overſte, formerly 
they vvere in ſan&ified reaſon, looked upon as vvithin the Covenant 
of grace,and fit materials for the Kingdom of Heaven, being Members 
of a vi:1ble Church,to vyhich Chriſt joyncd though very corrupt: And 
vye deſire to knovv,if any man vyho is not demented, vyill ſay,becaulſe. 
their parents laid hold upon Chriſt, therefore they became not mem-. 
bers,and in an uncapacity of ſeeing God? To clear this in an inſtance, 
Suppane Pexer had a ſon ten dayes old , before h2 vvas baptized of 
70-u the Baptiſt, circumciſed the eight day, and he vvas baptized the' 
eleyenthof his ſons age , ſure he looked upon his child the tenth day. 
of his age , as one who had ſomething of whit was ſealed by Cir- 
cumciſion,and conſequently as one who might ſee God,it this day he: 
had died; and ſhall we think the next day, he was to change his juig-. 
ment, becauſe he was baptized. The like may be ſaid of one whoſe: 
child was circumciſed the 8.or 10.day before Chriits dea:h, and who: 
telieved, and was baptized 8. dayes before his Aſcenſion : And: 
withall to cloſe this point, we ſhal intreat the Author,and all of ſuck; 
a judgment,but impatrtially to conſider, how much it milicates againſt; 
the freeneſſe of Gods grace,that it ſhould be (aid, not to be of as large; 
extent to ages under the Goſpel, as in the time of the Lavvy ? againlt] 
the riches of his grace?which is more abundantly,even in extent,coms{ 
municee in the days of the Goſpel, which are times wherein God wal 

ave 


(19) wat ach 
have all mcn to coine toRepentance,and not a handful] of 7#4ea only? 
againſt the ead of Chrifts comming, which was to comfort all that 
mourn in $101, and give them a ſong of gladnes for a ſong of heavines, 
to teach, after his appearance and working out the work of mans Sal- 
vation. No chill dying before it come to the avili:y of confeſſion, and 
practick Holinelſe ſha! ſee God. No friends who are dum" can 
be looked 20nN as 1n a pollibility of glory, becauſe unable to confelle; 
No ſouls can be wrought upon by the Spirit, in the decaying condition 
of their earthly Taberaacle , excepr it be in the eitate wherein th:y 
are able to conteſle, believing mothers of ſuch a judgement, cannot 
look upon their dyingInfants (who often 1n their eſt:em, are to them 
moreprecious.thea their own lives ) but with deeply ſorrowtall 
hearts; Rachell wept for hey children, and would not becomforted, be- 
canſe they were not, Mathi2, at the 18, But rponrns may mourn 

for them, becauſe they neither are, nor ſhall be, bur i being which 

is worſe then a thouſanJ not beings. Sach judgement ſeems yery in- 
croaching upon the freedome of the Spirits working, with the diſ- 
comfors it carries along with it, and we ſhall clote this part with 
the rchcarſing of two Stories we have heard to this purpoſe (as we 
conceive) from honeſt Witneſſes: The firit is, conceraing a perſon 
dying of whom the report {aid, having been long 10 a deep wound of 

Conſcience, ſtill in dilpair, withoat gripping any Comfort, after the 

failing of ſpeech, he was delited by lifting up of his hand, to ſhew if 

he found any Aſſurance of Merey, which he did with ſuch chenrtal- 
neſſe of countenance, and calmeneſle of ſpirit, a-little before the cloſe 
of his eyes, that all beholders reſted aſſured he had the jntimation of 

Divine favour upon his ſoul. The ſecond,concerninga dumb man,that 

being ina place where theLordsSupper was to be Celebrate, he ap- 

proached with others to partake, and the Miniſter ſccupling to admit 
him, he did demonſtrate to him, The Eflence, Unity,& Trinity of Per- 
ſons (olively,by folding'acloth in three folds,and afterwards drawing 
all out, and making all one; and Chriſts death and ReſurreRion, that 
he was convinced it was his daty to admit the born Dumb andDeafe. 
How unſearchable is Gods Wiſdom, and bis wayes paſt findins out. 
The laſt thing whereupon we pitch ( having already drawen out 


_ this Examination to a length, beyond our intention ) is, the. prefſiog 


of its up-taking with expeditioa , though it is with the firtt con- 
veniencie, to be taken up by thoſe who becomming acuall Believers, 
were never formerly baptized (which is all theScriptures cited prove, 

| have. 
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vot the Arguments ales tc preſs the eX?Eaition of it , COMPparea wi 


wit hath c0.16 before,{cem clearly to prefle, without celay,it is toll 
taken up iminediatly 2fterperſons conceive ut to be a atity,though thi 
have io been baptized forimerip,asthole are whom we think baptized 
deed: wherein there is not a little policy,m bcating : he Iron white it 
hoto,aud J1{ciplizing thoſe, who to worrow way pothbly think th 
have been too r#{h. And therefore wi: ſhal ſhortly repreſent to thecaj 
ideration of all thoſe 8poa whom it 18 thus urged: Firlt,to take noty 
how great a difference there 1s betwixt the ſudden taking it up bythg 
who never were formerly baptized, which 18no controverſy, ali 
taking it up again, by thoſe who conceiving they were formerly baj 
tized, have long lived jn this judgement , under many comfortabill 
Spirituall, enjoy ments. 
Secondly, what crouble of Conſcience, and diſturbance of {pirit it ; 
work in the ſoul, if after itis thus taken up, the perion who hath fo cake 
ic, ſhall finde he did ir not upon ſolide grounds, fear and ſh-+me, ont| 
one hand, perſwading him to continue 1 allowing it, and guilt callih 
on him to repent, on the other. Thirdly, kow eaſily Arguments pow! 
fully preficd (I had almoſt (aid ſubrilly ) by thoſe who are ell verſed Y 
the controverly,may put a preſent conviction upon the ſpirits of thoſe wh 
for the preſent are unableto anſwer them, though after ſecond thought 
they may find ic was not upon lolide grounds. He's not onely a ftrange 
to others, but alſo to himſelf, who knows not himfſelfto difter from hin 
{elf fometimes in judgement. Laſtly, whether it be not a great raſhneſl 
on a ſudden, to take it up in a way, upon whoſe grounds lo many weighs 
ty conlequences follow, ot hard judgement towards others,and difowng 
by fo many worthy Learned, and pieus Chriſtians as it is. who have mac 
it their Work; to Rudy the minde of Chriſt: and many whereof have Seal 
ed the Truth of their doctrine wich their blond, not loving their lives un 
to the death; Whether or not upon ſuch conſiderations any who-at preſ® 
are under couviction that it 1s their duty to take jt up again :;- Q 
hereafter ſhall be have not great reaſon to ſuſpend their praiſe of takin 
it up,till chey {hal have well weighed reatons for both parts of the conttg 
ver{y,aud ſeriouſly impliored with watcaing thereto D:vine Light,and in 
Auence of the Spirit of rruth, to lead them in all trutit, If it be commended 
in the noble 5zreais,that they ſearched the Scriptures, whether the Apoitle® 
doctrine was according, to them ornoc: We have much more reaſon roll 
chink it pratle worthy,in theſe days wherein our icts are fallen, wherein (lf 
many are {aying , lonere 15 Chriſt, and lothere 1s Cneift: . to ty with 
oreardelib rations beſore we truſt 2 The fool believeth every thing, but the 
brucent looketh well ts bircoinrgs, EET . | 
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